
CITY OF LOOKOU'I '  MOUN'I 'AIN. GI'OITGIA

OITDINANCII  NO. I9 I

AN OITDINANCTI,

' l 'o prohibit utrreasouably l<lud and disturbing noiscs wit lr in thc City o[ 'Lookout

Mountaiu, Georgia, to set specific linitations on the dccibel levels ol'mnplified sound, to

authorize lirnited pcrnrits for addil.ional anrplification, to proviclc lol cnforcenrcut arrtl pcnal[ics,

and lor other purposes.

l-}I I  I ' l 'Ol{DAtNIID by thc City Counoil oI ' thc City ol-LoohouI Mountuin, Gct-r lgia, and

IT [S IIERtrI}Y OIU)AINII,D:

StrCTlON 1. Loud, disturbirrg nniscs prohibitct l ,  gcneral ly.

It  slral l  be unlawful for arry pcrson [o crcatc or assisl iu crcating any urrrcasonably loud

and distulbing noisc in Lhe City.

SIICTION 2. Sound nreasurcnrent.

F'or the pulpose of dctenninirrg the ntaxinrunr souud lcvels pgrrnittcd by this Ordinance,

sound shall  be ureasured in decibcls orr the A-r.vciglrt irrg network on a sound level meter of

staudard design ancl quality, Type 2 or better, having characteristics established by the Arnerican

National Stanclards Institute. 'l 'hc levcls so read arc dcsigrrated "db(A)."

SIICTION 3. Anrplilictl sountl.

(a) It shall be unlawful to opclate or allow thc operatiou of any sound anrplificatiolr

ecluipment so as to create souuds registering filly-five (55) db(A) between 9:00 a.nr. and 9:00

p.rn. or fifty (50) db(A) between 9:00 p.nr. and 9:00 a.ln., as uteasured anywhere within the

bounclary lines of thc uearest residenLially occupied property, except in accorclance with a pcnnit

obtained frour the City Manager pursuiurt Lo Section 4 of this Ordinance.

(b) 'I-he foregoing liuritations on the opcration of souncl anrplificatiorr equipment shall

not apply to the <lpelatiort of holus, siLens, or other emergeucy warning devices actually used in

emergency cilcumstauces.

SIICTION 4. Penttits lbr rttlditiorral anrplilicutiolr.

(a) Application. A spccial pcnnit Ibr atlditional anrplilicatiou nray be obtaincd

onl;g through the applicatiou aud pcr:nrittirrg proccdurc sct [brth in this Scction 4. ]'he application
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for ra permit for additional amplification shall be submittgd to the City Mana ger atleast fifteen

(15) working days in advance of the plarured use, except in case of emergency. The application

shall designate an individual person or persons who will be in control of the sound amplification

equrLpment and who will assure that its use complies witfi the terms of the permit and of this

Secl;ion 4.

(b) Notice of tentative approval. Upon tentative approval, the applicant for a

perrnit shall be responsible for mailing or otherwise delivering to the occupants of each property

wittrin a2,000 foot radius of the facility for which the permit has been granted, as shown on the

tax maps of the county, a notice stating the date and hours of the event. The notice shall be

deli'vered at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the event. The permit shall not be

actually granted and issued until the applicant submits an affidavit to the City Manager that such

notiroes have actually been mailed or otherwise delivered.

(c) Number of hours. No permits shall be issued pursuant to this Section 4 which

shall have the effect of allowing any property owner or other applicant more than ten (10) hours

of errcess amplification per year.

(e) Denial; exceptional permit. If any applicant has been denied a permit under

this section and believes the denial is illegal by virtue of applicable state or federal law, he shall

pronnptly submit a copy of the denied permit application together with a short statement of the

reasrcns he believes he is entitled to a permit to the City Manager. The City Manager shall have

the discretion to grant an exceptional permit waiving locational, time, and/or db(A)

requirements, upon his determination that the applicant has made a substantial showing of legal

entitlement. Any such exceptional permit shall be promptly reporled to City Council.

SECTION 5. Enforcement and penalties.

Where there is a violation of any provisions of this Ordinance, the City, in its discretion,

may take ono or more of the following enforcement actions:

(1) The Chief of Police or any other police officer shall have the authority to enter

onto the premises from which any unlawful noise or unlawful amplified sound is emanating and

may require that the unlawful noise andlor excess amplified sound cease immediately. The
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faihffe of any person to obey the officer's directive shall constitute a separate violation of this

ordinance.

(2) The person or persons responsible for the violation(s) of this Ordinance

(including but not limited to the person in charge of the premises or activity at the time the

violation occurs, the property owner or official of such property owner who has authorized or is

otherwise responsible for the activity, and the individuals actually creating the unreasonably loud

and disturbing noise andlot excess amplified sound) may be arreste{ and punished as provided in

Secl;ion 1-8 of the City of Lookout Mountain's Ordinance No. 1. Any such arrest shall be in

accordance with Section 4-1 of the City of Lookout Mountain's Ordinance No. 5 which, among

other things, provides for the immediate arrest of any person committing an offense in the

presence of the Chief of Police, any other police officer or any member of the City Council.

(3) A civil action seeking a penalty of up to two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) per day

of vilolation plus injunction and order of abatement may be brought against any person creating

or allowing the creation of any unlawful noise or excess amplifie6 sound, including the owner or

p€rs'olr otherwise having legal or actual control of the premises from which the noise or sound

emanates. If the court grants any relief pursuant to this provision, the City shall be entitled to

recover all costs and attorneys' fees incurred in bringing the action.

SECTION 6. Savings Clause.

If any of the sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this Ordinance are for

any:reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions of this

Ordinance shall not be thereby affected since it is the express intent of the Council of the City to

pass each section, phrase, paragtaph and word separately.

SECTION 7. Repealer.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 8. Part of Code of Ordinances.

It is the intention of the Council of the City that the provisions of this Ordinance shall

become and be made apaft of the Code of Ordinances of the City, arrd the sections of this

Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.

SECTION 9. Effective Date.
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This Ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after its adoption and approval by at least

threre (3) members of the Council for the Cify of Lookout Mountain, Georgia, after two (2)

rea<lings at least one (1) week aparl

APPROVED ON FIRST READING *e*6et I t999,

of Citv Council

ber of City Council

Member of City Council

Member of City Council

S\-\\
Mayor of Lookout Mountain, Georgia

APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND READING ON

1999.

Member of City Counci

ber of Citv Council

Member of Citv Council

Mayor of Lookout Mountain, Georgia
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